		GRADE THREE INDEPENDENT READING
Beginning this week, I will set a goal for the students to read independently for a set amount of time at home each month.  During this time, the students will be asked to read a book from a specific genre and complete a book report/project on that book.  At the beginning of each month, students will be given project directions and a rubric for the project.  A minimum of 3 weeks will be given to complete each project.  Each month, students are encouraged to read not only a chapter book from the assigned genre, but other books of their choosing as well.  Students are asked to keep track of all the times and books they have read each week in their agendas. 
Parents, please help your child develop a consistent reading routine at home and encourage him/her to find books that are of interest to him/her.  With your help, it is my hope that each of the third graders develop (or strengthen) their love of reading this year!
Below is a tentative schedule of genres and book projects for the year.   Students can think ahead as to what books they would like to read each month, however, I ask that they do not begin any projects until complete directions have been given.  

MONTH			GENRE				PROJECT
October			Fiction (Fantasy)			School Bus Report
November			Realistic Fiction (Series)			Character Poster
December/January		Picture Books				Author Commercials
February			Non-Fiction				RI Project
March				Biography				Fact/Opinion Folders        										Living Museum
April/May			Mystery				Detective Journals		
For the month of October, the goal is to read for 20 minutes per night, five or more times a week.  Students are to read a fantasy chapter book (60 pages or more) and complete the School Bus Book Report.  (Directions and a rubric for the report have been given out).  Students are to choose books that are of interest to them and are at their reading levels.  All books must be approved by Miss Dwyer before starting the report.  Students will still be required to hand in a weekly Reading Log every Friday, showing the reading they completed at home Monday-Thursday.  This month, however, we will be using the Reading Score Card, rather than the Home Reading Log we used in September.
Once students have completed the fantasy book for the report, they are free to choose any other books they would like to read for the remainder of the month.   Again, all books read should be logged into the back of the agenda once completed.  
Throughout the year, we will be reading and studying the following chapter books as a class: Sarah, Plain and Tall, Finding Providence, and Charlotte’s Web.  If students have not already read these books, they are asked not to read them ahead of the class, or for any of the goals. 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding the independent reading program or the projects.  
									Thank You!








OCTOBER SCHOOL BUS BOOK REPORT
1. Choose a fantasy chapter book that is 60 pages or more. 
2. Have the book approved by Miss Dwyer.
3. Read the book.  While reading, take some notes about important things that happen.  
4. After reading, (either the whole book or a specific part) write a first draft summary of the beginning, middle, and end of the story on the papers provided.  Remember: Retell the events that were important to the story and make sure they are in order of how they happened.  Tell: Who? What? Where? When? Why?
5. After you have written your summaries, go back and reread them.  Edit them for any mistakes.  Remember to check for missing words, spelling, capital letters, and punctuation.
6. When you are sure your summaries are the best they can be, follow the instructions for assembling your School Bus Book Report.  
7. After you have followed ALL of the directions and your school bus is complete, check it over one last time.
8. Fill in the grading rubric that was given to you with the report.  How do you think you did?  
9. If there is anything that you think you could improve or make better, do it!  
10. Hand in your School Bus Book Report and the grading rubric on November 2, 2010.  
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